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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 

1. (CanceUed) 

2. (Currently Amended) An optical fiber including a core region and cladding regions 
of not less tlian three layers vAndx surround said core region in order, wherein: 

the optiool fiber io a ginglo mod e optiod fiber, 

each of said cladding re^ons has a mean refractive ind^ difieient fiom those of the 
adjacent re^ons» at least one of said cladding regions has a lower mean refractive index than both 
adjacent cladding regions; 

at least one cladding region is provided with a plurality of sub medium regions each having 
a refractive index lower than a main medium oonstitutiag this cladding region; 

wherein said core region is constituted by a substantially honwgeneous medium and said 
cladding regions are constituted by an inner cladding region of not less tbm two layers made of a 
substantially homogeneous medium and an outer cladding region surrounding said inner cladding 
region is provided with said sub medium regions; eaiel 

the ratio of the optical power which propagates through said sub mediums of said outer 
cladding region to the total optical power propagating throtigh said optical fiber is set to not more 
than l%i 

said outer cladding region is sinronnded bv a jacket re gion constituted bv a substantiaUv 
homopeneous medium: and 

the ratio of tfie optical power propagating thro" p,h «tid jacket region to the total optical 
power propagatipg through said optical fibigr is set to mnrft thflt^ 1 0-6. 
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3. (Previously Presented) An optical fiber according to claim 2, wherein said inner 
cladding region has a two-layer structure consisting of a first ismer cladding re^on and a second 
inner cladding region and a following relationship holds among respective refractive indices no, ni, 
1^ of said core region, said first iimer claddhig region, said second inner cladding region and a mean 
refi:active ixKiex 03 of said outer cladding region: 

no>n2>ni andi]tt>ii3. 

4. (Original) An optical fiber acconling to claim 3»^^rein said sub inediiu^ 
in said outer cladding region are arranged as having a four-fold rotational summetiy* 

5. (Original) An optical fiber according claim 3, wherein said main medium of said 
outer cladding region is made of silica and said sub mediums are gaseous or vacuum. 

6. (Original) An optical fiber according to claim 5, wherem the relative mean 
refractive index difference of said core region to said outer cladding re^on is set to not less than 
2%. 

7. (Original) An optical fiber according to claim 5, vAerein the relative mean 
refiwtive index difference of said first inner cladding region to said second inner cladding region is 
set to not more than -0.1%. 

8. (Cancelled) 
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9. (Pievioxisly Presented) An optical fiber according to claim 3, vdierein said optical 
fiber is opemted in a sixigle mode at a given wavelcngdi between ISIOnmto ISPOmn. 

10. (Prcvioualy Presented) An optical fiber according to claim 3, v^ereintfae chromatic 
dispersion at a given wavelength between 151Qnm and 1S90 nm is set to a value below -80 
ps/nm/km* 

11. (Original) An optical transnussion path inclxiding said optical fiber according to 
claim 1 0 and an optical fiber having a positive chromatic dispersion at said given wavelength. 

12. (Cancelled) 

13. (CanceUed) 

14. (CanceUed) 

15. (Cancelled) 
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